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Day 1  Sunday 3th March  Arrival and transfer to Molino  
 

Everyone finally met at the airport and got some snacks and moved on. It was so easy to find our way 
out from Malaga so soon we arrived at the hotel, got the rooms and retired to the rooms immediately.  
 
 

Day 2  Monday 4th March  Beneojan and Sierra del Libar 
 

The morning was very fresh. We had our super breakfast and left hotel afterwards for a good walk 
around. Just by the hotel we noted our fist birds like Blackbird and Robin. We arrived at the bridge and 
noted many more birds here like Grey Wagtail, Goldfinch, Greenfinch and Blackcap. A Grey Heron and 
Cormorant flew over as well.  
 

Kirsten pointed out the beautiful pink flowered Fedia cornucopia as we walked along the stony track. On 
the walls on the tracks there were very big clumps of Ceterach officinarum and some Cheilanthes pteridioides. 
We walked off the track into the olive grove to see the craggy knoll home to several good species like 
small flowered Narcissus assoanus and Iris planifolia. We looked for Ophrys fusca under the olives but it 
showed itself to us on the roadside. Back on the track we listened to the birds carefully to hear Firecrests 
and saw one feeding on a big Quercus suber tree. 
 

Lunch was taken in the hotel restaurant. For the afternoon we drove up to Montejaque and the steep rock 
wall behind. Saxifraga granulata and Saxifraga bourgeana were showing well both with white flowers and 
Narcissus cuatrecassasii and Ranunculus rupestris with big yellow flowers.  
 

We walked for a while birdwatching. A male Blue Rock Thrush showed himself well then we looked at 
the Rock Buntings and Blackcaps hanging around. Passing the big patches of Iris planifolia we walked a 
little bit more to get to the rockier parts to see the Black Wheatear and we did but he stayed a little bit far. 
Several Griffons flew above us as well. It was getting wetter and wetter so we turned back to hotel early. 
 
 

Day 3  Tuesday 5th March  Ubrique road and Grazalema  
 

Secret of having a good day is to have a good breakfast and it is not possible to do otherwise in Molino. 
Even the rain couldn’t make our day bad. While getting the car ready we had very good views of a 
Greenfinch and a Blackcap.  
 

We first drove up towards Ubrique viewing Jays, Starlings and many Griffon Vultures and stopped by 
the roadside for the show of bright yellow sweetly-scented Narcissus jonquillus. For a kilometre or so they 
were covering the banks. Two Kestrels were hovering and a Stonechat was chattering. At another stop a 
donkey welcomed us. The hillside across was where Narcissus bulbocodium and Romulea bulbocodium were 
living but the latter didn’t have any open flowers because of the lack of sunshine. Birds were quiet too 
due to rain.  
 

We turned back and drove towards Grazalema and stopped by the rock wall just below the town. We 
first examined the Euphorbia characias and Gagea arvensis. By the roadside then we walked up to the rocky 
bit and noted Hesperis laciniata, Narcissus cuatrecassasii and Lobularia sp. A male Blue Rock Thrush was 
seen there. Several Choughs and a Wren were seen as well. Not far from the rocks we stopped once again 
for the display of Narcissus papyreus. Before lunch time we went up to a pass and saw a huge rainbow on 
the otherside. Walking up to the mirador the plants we noted were Euphorbia rigida, Juniperus oxycedrus 
and Abies pinsapo. After lunch we had time to walk in the Grazalema town and even had hot drinks. So 
we could have enough energy to do the orchid walk. 
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We drove back to Benaocaz and parked by the roadside and started to walk down following a walking 
trail. This stony path took us to a meadow covered by orchids. Ophrys tenthredinifera and Ophrys fusca 
were almost everywhere we stepped. There were several spikes of Barlia robertianum and Narcissus 
papyreus were abundant. The rain stopped for the time we were in the field so we could enjoy. Wandering 
back up the track we noted Sardinian Warbler and Anthemis arvensis as well.  
 

 

Day 4  Wednesday 6th March  Sierra de Alcaparain 
 

It was raining the first thing in the morning sadly but it didn’t stop us. We headed north and our first 
stop was after the pass. Despite the heavy rain some of the Iris planifolia were still upright and showing 
off. We searched for Orchis lactea that we normally find here but found only leaves and some very young 
buds.  
 

The rain and the wind couldn’t stop us also visiting the mirador. Some of Scilla hispanica flowers were 
luckly sheltered by big rock boulders. We had a quick walk around and then drove on to Sierra de 
Alcaparain. Narcissus jonquillus looked so beautiful on the banks so we stopped. A close look at the bank 
produced many Ophrys fusca and Moricandia arvensis. 
 

The sun was finally out so instead of driving we walked a while enjoying the sun. A Small White flying 
around must have thought the same thing. First lovely plant we found was Orchis collina. Along the walk 
we also noted Silene conoidea, Fumana thymifolia and Scilla hispanica.  
 

After that nice walk we drove a little bit further through the pine forest and came on to an open area with 
two low rock knolls on each side and some oaks around. The knolls were productive in that there were 
many Fritillaria lucitanica most with two flowers on, and Orchis collina. 
 

On the way back we visited the mirador one more time to see it in sunny weather then drove back home.  
 
 

Day 5  Thursday 7th March  
 

We drove towards Fuente de Piedra a lake with visitors center. Our first stop after a long drive was by a 
much smaller lake – by John’s description “a small point on the map but a very big point on Greentours – 
seeing all those bird species. Amont the many Pochards several White-headed Ducks and a couple of Red 
Crested Pochard made some of us very happy. Paul had chance to take photos from the hide. A female 
Marsh Harrier showed herself for a short while then disappeared. As we were about to walk back to the 
car Paul spotted several Spanish Sparrows.  
 

After a short drive we arrived at the visitors center spending some time right at the entrance looking at 
the birds like Teal, Black-winged Stilt and Shoveler. We had the lunch in the visitors center then walked 
to the hides. First one was very productive. We watched Flamingios very closely and some of them were 
about to display. Many more Red Crested Pochards were observed as well as the small birds hanging 
around in the bushes like Sardinian Warbler, Black Redstart, Stonechat, Serin, and some LBJs.  
 

When we walked to one of the other hides two Linnets were feeding just in front. A Hoopoe showed 
himself for a while then it was quiet. We walked a little bit further and John pointed a Black-tailed 
Godwit. Realizing the dark grey clouds were coming too near we went back to cars and drove back 
home.  
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Day 6   Friday 8th March  Sierre de Las Nieves   
 

We drove to Sierra de Las Nieves National Park and made a brief stop in the Quercus woodland. Our 
short walk produced Narcissus hispanicus on the roadside. Climbing up a little bit we stopped again. We 
found many Orchis olbiensis leaves and some in flower too. Further up the road Helleborus foetidus was 
growing by the roadside. 
 

It was quiet birdwise so we drove on to picnic area and followed the track by walking from there. A 
handsome Crested Tit made us stop and watch him for a while building his nest. We examined the three 
pine species that occur here Pinus halepensis with its small recurved cones, Pinus sylvestris with its small 
upright cones and short bright green needles, and Pinus pinaster with its huge curved cones. We heard 
several Crossbills along the walk but couldn’t spot one. Many more Narcissus hispanicus were growing 
here. After taking some photos we walked back to the car park area and had lunch and drove back to 
Benaojan. Before going back to the hotel we visited the cliffs above Montejaque to see the Bonelli’s Eagles 
but they must have gone for food, we couldn’t see them. Will try again! 
 

We tried again in the late afternoon and after waiting 10 minutes the couple showed themselves. It made 
our day. 
 
 

Day 7  Saturday 9th March  Ronda and Cuevas de Piletas 
 

We left the rain behind at Molino and drove to sunny Ronda today. It was already packed with tourists 
early in the morning. We had a walk around the gorge looking at the flora and fauna. Allium 
neapolitanum, Echium plantagineum and Moricandia arvensis were giving beautiful color range to the gorge. 
A Lesser Kestrel and many Choughs were seen closly as well. John told me that he had seen a Blue Rock 
Thrush while I was having my hot chocolate in a warm cafeteria.  
 

We drove back to Molino for lunch and then drove up passing Montejaque to see the Thekla Larks in 
their habitat. A walk around produced some plants like Orchis olbiensis and Fritillaria lusitanica, Putoria 
calabrica on the rocks and Cistus monspelianus (not in flower). There were almost a hundred if not more 
Griffon Vultures flying very close to the ground and several Choughs among them. Just before we leave 
we spotted the Thekla Larks and Black Wheatear. 
 

It was time for some culture so we drove to a cave that has paintings from 32,000 years ago. Paul and I 
decided to stay out and had a coffee at a local café in the village. John and Kerstin went into the cave.  
 
 

Day 8 Sunday 10th March to El Rocio via El Pilas  
 

Having our delicious filling breakfast for the last time in Molino we packed and had a longish drive to a 
botanic park at El Pilas seeing a Buzzard, a couple of Black Kite, and Griffon Vultures of course. 
 
The entrance of the park was flooded but with careful steps we managed to get in without getting wet. 
The wind didn’t help much to hear the birds but we could spot several bird species commonly Goldfinch, 
Greenfinch and Serin. The highlight of the walk was seeing Hawfinch for some of us. After having lunch 
we headed for El Rocio. 
 

We made several brief stops along the road. First one was for Astragalus lusitanus and also noted 
Beautiful pink Malcolmia chia. Cistus salvifolius bushes were all in flower. We then stopped for Gynandriris 
sisyrinchium. A heavy shower starded at this point so we rushed back to the car. The moment the shower 
stopped I managed to show Linaria spartea to Kerstin. As we approached the town a big flock of Azure-
winged Magpie appeared next to the car and Paul had chance to take photos of them. 
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The Hotel Toruna met us with delicious sausages and cheese. After some free time in the town we met 
again to look at the bird life in the lake but due to the weather conditions there were not much life. We 
spotted a Red Kite, several Egrets, many Swallows and House Martins. 
 
 

Day 9  Monday 11st March   Donana 
 

We woke up to a sunny day. We had our breakfast, met with Jose – our local guide - then drove into 
Donana National Park. Not far from the hotel we first stopped for a group of Glossy Ibis. Before going to 
the marshy area we drove through forest with Pinus pinea on one side and oaks on the other. We noted 
many birds on our short stops like Sardinian Warbler, Black Kite, Iberian Grey Shrike, White Stork and 
Booted Eagle. A group of Red Deer stared at us for a while. 
 

In the late morning we reached the marshy area. Hen Harrier, Stone Curlew, Black-necked Grebe and 
Crane were some of the birds we had views of. We had our lunch at the visitors centre with good view of 
Pintail. 
 

We went on our journey after lunch. A group of Short-toed Larks hanging on the road stopped us. Next a 
Short-eared Owl sitting on the fence gave us such a great pose so we stopped again. We made brief stops 
to observe Night Herons perched on a Tamarix africana bush, Short-toed Eagle, many Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls trying to get fish in their beaks, a Grey Heron with a snake in his mouth, Yellow Wagtails, 
Buzzards, Spoonbills and so on… All were very productive stops.  
 

The day was also productive for plants. Many Leucojum triphyllum, Malcolmia lacera and Reseda phytuma 
were some of the plants we noted in the forest. In the marshy area also Ranunculus peltatus, Stelleria media, 
Asphodelus fistulosus, Gynandriris sisyrinchium and lovely bushes of Cistus ladanifer. 
 

In the late afternoon we drove to a place to look for Black-shouldered Kite but saw Woodchat Shrike 
instead.  

 
 
Day 10  Tuesday 12nd March    Odiel Marshes and Around 
 

After Jose arrived at the planned time we set off for Odiel Marshes first as the tide was out in the 
morning. We made several stops along the long road that goes to a pier. Dunlins, Redshanks and Bar-
tailed Godwits were abundant in the area. Several Kentish Plovers, a Green Sandpiper, a Whimbrel, and 
several Curlews were also seen. A Sandwich Tern was flying around as well. Further along the road we 
spotted several Audouin’s Gulls among the Yellow-legged Gulls.  
 

Azure-winged Magpies were feeding around our picnic. We had a short walk down to the beach from 
here. Centaurea sphareocephala was in good flower as well as many Lupinus angustifolius and varius. Our 
next stop was astonishing. There were several hundreds of thousand Narcissus bulbocodium in flower and 
walking among them was great fun. Sun was shining and we all felt very pleased being here.  
 

Next we drove to the dunes to find tiny Linaria thurasica. After a short walk we found them. Further 
along the walk Jose found a Dartford Warbler for John. He had very good views of it whereas some of us 
had only glimpses.  
 

It was time to go home and when we arrived at the hotel Jose explained many things about Donana 
marshes on the map while enjoying coffee.  
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Day 11  Wednesday 13rd March  To Tarifa via Lagunas de Espera  
 

The sun is back again. After breakfast and packing we first visited La Rocina that is another natural 
reserve area with walking paths and a palace. Our first stop was in a bushy area to look for Dartford 
Warbler and possible Thekla Lark. We heard several Dartford Warbler but couldn’t see them as they 
were hiding well. But a walk in the bushes produced Fritillaria lusitanica. 
 

Next we drove to the palace where the path begins. The tall pine trees were full of birds like Blue Tit, 
Serin, Chaffinch and Greenfinch. In the first part of the boardwalk Cetti’s Warbler and Blackcaps were 
calling. In the forest Paul spotted a Hoopoe. Kerstin was into flora and looking at the Silene vulgaris, 
Borago officinalis and Ruscus aculeatus. Further part of the board was flooded so we had to walk back, 
which was great because we found a small flock of Bullfinch feeding and had very clear view of them. In 
the garden of the palace Kerstin found Muscari comosum. 
 

We drove non-stop until Lagunas de Espera and after having lunch walked into the reserve area. There 
were many Sardinian Warbler, Blackcap, Whitethroat and Larks. The water birds we noted from the 
observatory were White-headed Duck, Red Crested Pochard, Great Crested Grebe, many Coot and 
Shoveler. The area was also very good for raptors like Short-toed and Booted Eagle, Marsh Harrier, a 
young Egyptian Vulture and a possible Honey Buzzard. Meanwhile Kerstin and I were looking for 
orchids and we found buds of Ophrys lutea but couldn’t find Ophrys speculum. When we arrived at the car 
to go on our trip Paul found one Ophrys speculum right beside the car while cleaning his boots.  
 

After photographing the orchid we drove through cultivated fields to Tarifa and had an enjoyable 
evening. 
 
 

Day 12 Thursday 14th March El Cuarton & La Janda  
 

Another sunny morning and clear sky welcomed us today. After breakfast we set off for El Cuarton - an 
area with acidic soil and different flora. On the way there we first stopped at the viewpoint and because 
the sky was so clear we had very good views of Morocco and a Sparrowhawk looking for his breakfast. 
When we arrived at El Cuarton we parked and started to walk on a peaceful track. There were many 
Allium triquetrum and Vinca difformis in flower. Lots of Blackcaps and Sardinian Warblers were flittering 
aroud as well as Robin and several Tit species. Twenty or more Griffon Vultures were flying high. We 
also had views of several Treecreepers. Kerstin and I were looking at the plants at the same time noting 
Chamaespartium tridentatum, Erica arborea, Erica australis and Erica sicula. It was a bit cold for butterflies but 
not for the insect eating plant Drosophyllum lusitanicum. Further along the path road banks were covered 
with Romulea bulbocodium and Scilla monophyllus. After spending enough time here we headed back north 
towards La Janda –an area of fields and dykes that was a marsh sometime ago. Many Grey Herons, Cattle 
Egrets and Mallards were enjoying the sun. Even the shy Cetti’s Warblers gave us good views as well as 
Zitting Cisticola. Paul photographed big footed Purple Gallinules further along the road. We headed for 
our intended lunch site but a very big puddle on the way stopped us. When we were about to go not to 
take risk of getting stuck a van arrived from the other side and passed through the puddle. So we went 
on with relief meanwhile we had very good views of a Booted Eagle. Driving along the road with Salix 
trees on both sides several Hoopoes accompanied us. We had to stop again for the good views of 
Egyptian Vulture and Short-eared Owl so we decided to have lunch here.  
 

After lunch we stopped by the dam gate. We had a short but productive walk. Kerstin found a fantastic 
clump of Oprys tenthredinifera and I spotted the Ophrys bombyliflora right behind them. We also heard a 
Green Woodpecker and our first Bonelli’s Warbler also a Brimstone was in flight.  
 

Another short drive and we stopped again this time for a stupendous species Scilla peruviana. The bank 
was full of this attractive plant. We rewarded ourselves with ice-cream for finding them.  

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  7 

 

 

A smooth drive took us back home giving us enough time to walk on the beach at the hotel.  
 
 

Day 13  Friday 15th March  Barbate & Trafalgar  
 

Although a nice chat at breakfast table caused a little late start we had plenty of time at our first stop at 
Barbate beach. The most interesting bird of the day was Bald Ibis, a group of them were feeding at the 
garden where I parked the car. After observing them for a while we walked to the beach. There were 
many plants covering the ground like Lotus creticus with its silvery leaves and Paronychia capitata with its 
silvery bracts and also here and there Mathiola incana. Some Crested Larks were singing and plenty of 
Meadow Pipits were fluttering around. We came to a patch where there were many Dipcadi serotinum in 
flower. A female Merlin flew over as we were going back to the car. 
 

Next we had a pleasant walk at the salt marshes just before Barbate town. Sunning crabs were rushing 
back to their holes as we walked by. We observed Lesser Black-backed, Yellow-legged and Audouin’s 
Gulls in the water as well as several Sandwich Terns. The highlight was a Caspian Tern flying over us. 
The waders were mainly Sanderlings as well as Redshank and a Ruff.  
 

For lunch we drove to the pine forest and enjoyed our lunch among the Ophrys tenthredinifera clumps. 
After finding a single Ophrys atlantica we walked into the wood seeing Malcolmia littorea. It didn’t take 
long to find a dense patch of Scilla ramburii in the Quercus scrub. After that Paul found himself a great 
spot to rest under a pine tree watching the Atlantic Ocean, John wandered off to find Subalpine Warbler 
and instead he found many Sardinian Warbler, Robin and Serin. Kerstin and I were looking for more 
flowers. I showed here the beautiful deep blue Anagallis monellii and Kerstin found a group of Orobanche 
ramosa. We all met again to go to Cabo de Trafalgar. A couple of youngsters were practising surfing and 
we were busy looking at the birds in a shallow water. Sanderlings and Ringed Plovers were feeding 
among the Audouin’s Gulls and several more Sandwich Terns. There was also a single Kentish Plover 
there.  
 

A walk along the boardwalk produced Euphorbia paralias and Orobanche densiflora. We were all feeling a 
little exhausted because of the cold wind so we turned back to the hotel and had some rest before dinner.  
 
 

Day 14 Saturday 16th March Alcornocales 
 

It was looking a little grey and overcast when we emerged from the breakfast nevertheless we headed 
out along the road towards Facinas where we turned off into the mountains. In spite off the cold wind 
binoculars were instantly raised to view 2 tiny dots above the horizon. Golden Eagles!! We watched them 
soar and eventually dive acrobatically as they disappeared. Only then were we distracted by the Griffon 
Vultures sailing disdainfully over the horizon.  
 

Extra scarfs, gloves and overcoats in place, we walked up the road looking for Gladiolus, Astragalus 
lusitanicus… they were in flower, both of them…Sardinian Warblers were singing in spite of the cold. We 
continued up the road to Puerta de Ojen. Remarkably each time we stopped the car for a brief pause we 
became aware of the passage of the raptors up the valley towards the pass. In all about 6 or 8 Short-toed 
Eagles and an Egyptian Vulture warmed our hearts while even a Hobby struggled to catch up. The plants 
were disappointing so we drove on arriving rather earlier then we had planned at the start of our 
woodland walk.  
 

This was a lovely path winding down through the oak woodland (Quercus lusitanica) to the roaring 
stream that tumbled through the gorge. Beside the desending path we saw several spikes of Cephalanthera 
longifolia. Kerstin was excited so she kneeled down to photograph them. But the birders were soon 
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distracted by the calls of feeding parties of small passerines. In the first we soon identified Firecrests – 
and even occacianally got some good views! But, later on, parties were mostly made up of Tits – Blue 
Tits, Long-tailed Tits and even a couple of Crested Tits. As usual, Blackcaps serenaded us until we heard 
the subdued song of a Lesser Whitethroat from a bush just beside the path. 
 

 
Day 15 Sunday 17th March Malaga – London 
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Itinerary 
 

Day 1 Sunday 4th March Arrival and transfer to Dos Mares, Tarifa 
 

Day 2 Monday 5th March Alcornocales 
 

Day 3  Tuesday 6th March Barbate Woodland Area – Cabo on Trafalgar 
 

Day 4 Wednesday 7th March El Cuarton – La Janda 
 

Day 5 Thursday 8th March to El Rocío via Laguna Medina  
 

Day 6 Friday 9th March El Rocío – Northern parts of Coto Doñana   
 

Day 7 Saturday 10th March Odiel Marshes – Coto Doñana 
 

Day 8 Sunday 11th March  Lagunas de Espera – Benaoján 
 

Day 9 Monday 12th March Benaoján – Montejaque – Sierra de Libar 
 

Day 10  Tuesday 13th March Grazalema – Ubrique Road 
 

Day 11 Wednesday14th March Sierra de Alcaparain 
 

Day 12 Thursday 15th March Fuente de Piedra – Tajo del Molino (Teba Gorge) 
 

Day 13 Friday 16th March Sierra de las Nieves 
 

Day 14 Saturday 17th March Rhonda - Montejaque 
 

Day 15 Sunday 18th March  Benaoján – Malaga – London  
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Systematic List Number 1 Birds 
 

The taxonomic nomenclature and systematic order follows both that of Collins: Bird Guide 2nd edition. 
During the two week period a total of 163 species was recorded. The numbers indicate the dates on 
which a species was seen. 
 
 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis three individuals were seen at Lagunas de Espera (11) 
 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis several individuals recorded over the two weeks (7, 9-11 and  
  15) 
 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus recorded on Lagoon Medina and Lagunas de Espera (8 and  
  11) 
 

Gannet Morus bassanus several flying into roost at Tarifa (6) 
 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  individuals at Tarifa and Odiel Marshes (6 and 10) 
 

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  two adults roosting in bushes near the lagoons at El Rocío (9) 
 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis frequent across the two weeks, in agricultural areas 
 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides two adults in breeding plumage roosting in bushes, with  
  Night Heron near the lagoons at El Rocío (9)  
 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta common and everyday in the first week of the trip, then  
   infrequent during the second week found along river beds 
Great White Egret Egretta alba  recorded around the lagoons and marsh areas at El Rocío (9 and  
  10) 
 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  infrequent but found water bodies (7-11, 15)  
 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea several individuals only seen in the first week; an individual 
  was flushed from the dykes around La Janda; the other  
  individuals were recorded around the marshes at Coto  
  Doñana (7, 9 and 10) 
 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia  only recorded in the first week of the trip, with some stunning 
   views of this species from a hide and nesting on top the visitor 
   centre at El Rocío  
 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus only recorded in the first week of the trip, with a small group 
  flushed from the drains around La Janda, and common at  
  Coto Doñana (7-11) 
 

Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia  common at Coto Doñana (8-11) 
 

Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber common at Coto Doñana and Fuente de Piedra (8-11, 15) 
 

Greylag Goose Anser anser  a pair of birds were seen flying over the brackish marshes in  
  the northern part of Coto Doñana (9) 
 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna mudflats on tidal estuary Odiel Marshes 
 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchus  common and widespread, seen most days 
 

Gadwall Anas strepera  common at Coto Doñana (8-11) 
 

Shoveler Anas clypeata  common at Coto Doñana and Fuente de Piedra (8-11, 15) 
 

Wigeon Anas penelope recorded on water bodies over two days (8 and 9) 
 

Teal Anas crecca  recorded on water bodies over two days (9 and 10) 
 

Garganey Anas querquedula this attractive duck was only seen from the visitor centre at  
  Jose Antonio Valverde Bird Observatory (9) 
 

Pochard Aythya farina  occasionally seen over the trip on water bodies 
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula recorded on water bodies over two days (8 and 9) 
 

White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala we had good numbers of both male and females of this  
  endangered wildfowl over two days; 7 individuals (8) and 6  
  individuals (11) 
 

Griffon Vulture  Gypus fulvus seen most days with large numbers over 70+ passing through  
   the straits on migration (7); around 100 enroute to Benaoján (11)  
 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 30+ on migration passing over the straits (7) 
 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus regularly seen during the first week of the trip 
 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos sub-adult in dog fight with a Raven over the valley gorge (5) 
 

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus seen over two days, with 170+ over the straits on migration (7) 
 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus good views of this raptor over the two weeks (9, 12 and 15) 
 

Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus excellent views of this species around the Benaoján area  
 (16-17) 
 

Red Kite Milvus milvus a single individual only seen on one day (10) 
 

Black Kite Milvus migrans regularly encountered over the course of the trip, with small  
  numbers passing through on (7)  
 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  regularly seen during the first week of the trip, over   
  agricultural fields and marshy areas 
 

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus several individuals seen hovering over agricultural fields near 
  the hotel the first week of the trip (5, 7 and 9) 
 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus one individual seen on migration (7) 
 

Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus individuals seen in the latter part of the trip (16) 
 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus an individual flew over our head at Alcornocales (5) 
 

Buzzard Buteo buteo  this common species was only recorded around the Doñana  
  area (7-11) 
 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  seen in various habitats over the trip (7, 15 and 16) 
 

Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus common, seen or heard everyday 
 

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni around six individuals near a ruin farm building around the  
  brackish marshes in the reserve (9); several individuals at  
  Rhonda bridge (17) 
 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus a lovely individual flushing the Lesser Kestrel’s (9); a bird  
  calling as we climbed the lookout rocks near the wooded  
  parking area around Sierra de Alcaparain (14) 
 

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa regularly seen or heard over the trip around agricultural and 
   rocky areas 
 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus Heard calling in the reeds opposite Hotel Toruño in Coto  
  Doñana 
 

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus regularly seen around open water bodies 
 

Coot Fulica atra regularly seen around open water bodies, often in large  
  numbers, particular on the lake at El Rocío  
 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata  one was seen at distance at Lagunas de Espera (11)  
 

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio poryphyrio mainly recorded around the reeds around Coto Doñana (7-10)  
 

Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta small numbers recorded on the lake opposite Hotel Toruño  
    (8-10); small numbers at Fuente de Piedra (12) 
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Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus small numbers recorded on the lake opposite Hotel Toruño  
  (5-8); small numbers at Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius recorded mainly inland areas (9-10 and 15) 
 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula mainly recorded around the coastal areas of the trip   
  (6, 9-10, and 15) 
 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus mainly recorded around the coastal areas of the trip   
  (6, 10, and 15) 
 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola only two sightings of this delightful bird (6 and 10) 
 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  regularly seen during the first week of the trip (7-10) 
 

Dunlin Calidris alpine recorded at Odiel Marshes (10); Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii three individuals feeding along the far-side of the lake in front 
  of our hotel (9) 
 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus spotted around the reed-beds at El Rocío (9)  
 

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos occasionally recorded over the trip around the edges of  
  water bodies (7, 9-11)  
 

Redshank Tringa tetanus regularly seen during the first week of the trip, around  
  shallow marshy and brackish areas (6, 9-10)  
 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus occasional sightings of this elegant wader around coastal  
  areas (9-10); brackish waters at Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia regularly seen during the first week of the trip, around shallow  
  marshy and brackish areas (6-8, 10) 
 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis a lovely individual at Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa a common wader over the trip around marshy and coastal   
  areas; small numbers at El Rocío lake (8-11) 
 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica individuals around the coastal area at Cabo on Trafalgar;  
  several individuals at the lake at El Rocío and Fuente de  
  Piedra (6, 9 and 15) 
 

Curlew Numenius arquata recorded on the beach area at Odiel Marshes (10) 
 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus recorded on the beach area at Odiel Marshes (10) 
 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago spotted feeding around the marshes at Coto Doñana (8-10); 
  Fuente de Piedra marshes (15)  
 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax  recorded at Odiel Marshes (10); a couple of individuals at 
  Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria a single individual which caused quite a bit of excitement 
  when we realised what we had found – records have  
  been submitted to the Andalusia Bird Association.  Mike  
  spotted the bird in the afternoon at Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  recorded around salt water areas (6, 8-10, and 15) 
 

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus several were seen as a flying by the sea-front around Tarifa 
  (4-5); and a lovely specimen was on the lagoon in front of 
  one of the hides at Fuente de Piedra (15) 
 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis one of the commoner gulls, frequently seen over the two  
  weeks, particularly in the first half of the trip 
 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus one of the commoner gulls, frequently seen over the two  
  weeks, particularly in the first half of the trip 
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Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis one was seen near the tidal outlet from the visitor centre at 
  Odiel Marshes (10) 
 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica there were some lovely views of this species flying by the 
  hides at Fuente de Piedra marshes (15) 
 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia three individuals were eventually found on the tidal  
  islands near the brackish lagoons at Barbate (6) 
 

Guillemot Uria aalge two were seen off shore at Tarifa (5) 
 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia common and widespread seen everyday 
 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus  occasionally recorded on several days over the holiday 
 

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto common and widespread seen most days around urban  
  areas 
 

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur only spotted on a few days around urban areas (5, 7 and  
  14) 
 

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius Mike pulled this bird out of the bag, as it sat on a bush in  
  the middle of a field, nice bird (7) 
 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco seen near the lunch site at La Janda in the middle of the  
  day next to a cascading waterfall of periwinkle (7),  
  otherwise heard (9) 
 

Little Owl Althene noctua lovely views of this species at Coto Doñana (9 and 11)  
 

Swift Apus apus common in the first half of the trip 
 

Alpine Swift Apus melba a couple of birds were seen flying around the bridge at  
  Rhonda (17) 
 

Hoopoe Upupa epops  occasionally heard or seen over the two weeks 
 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis a common species but only seen on a couple of days (9 and  
  12) 
 

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis only recorded on one day, Grazalema (13) 
 

Great spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  occasionally heard or seen over the two weeks 
 
Wryneck Jynx torquilla seen perched on wire fence on the rocky ledges at  
  Montejaque (17) 
 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata very common seen every day on the first week at the  
  lower altitude levels around agricultural areas 
 

Thekla Lark Galerida theklae only recorded on one day at higher altitude levels (17) 
 

Woodlark Lullula arborea  recorded around rocky heath areas (14 and 16) 
 

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra a small flock of around 20 birds were seen in flight  
  across the agricultural fields on the way back to El  
  Rocío (9) 
 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia mainly seen in the first half of the trip, with a   
  sighting on day 12 in the second half of the trip 
 

Crag Martin Hirundo ruestris recorded around the cliffs and mountain habitat of the 
  trip  
 

Swallow Hirundo rustica common seen everyday 
 

House Martin Delichon urbica strangely this species only recorded on one day (5) 
 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis  agricultural areas (6, 8 and 9) 
 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba  a common species frequently recorded over the two  
  weeks  
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Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla iberiae a lovely male around the lagoons at Fuente de Piedra  
  marshes (15) 
 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea once during the first week (5); occasionally in the  
  second week (12-15) 
 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  very common in the latter part of the tour 
 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus only recorded over two days (12 and 16) 
 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris three were spied flitting around the pillars of the old  
  bridge at Rhonda (17) 
 

Robin Erithacus rubecula  a common species frequently recorded over the two  
  weeks 
 

Redstart Phoenicrurus phoenicurus only recorded on one day around the Barbate   
  woodlands (6) 
 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros a common species recorded everyday 
 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe only recorded on one day around Montejaque (12) 
 

Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura this gorgeous bird was found around the upper rocky  
  areas at Montejaque (12, 13 and 17) 
 

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius commonly recorded on the mountainous rocky slopes  
  of the latter part of the trip  
 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  occasionally around Benaoján (12, 14 and 15) 
 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus  recorded on one day in the woody area of Grazalema (13) 
 

Blackbird Turdus merula  a common species recorded everyday   
 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala a common species recorded everyday 
 

Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans this beautiful warbler unfortunately, was only recorded 
  a couple of times, around the lighthouse at Tarifa (6)  
  and Lagunas de Espera (11) 
 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis  a common species frequently recorded over the two  
  weeks, particularly around reed-beds  
 

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti a common species frequently recorded over the two  
  weeks, around riparian vegetation 
  

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus one seen at Laguna Medina (8) 
 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli Başak found this lovely warbler in the woody   
  areas at Sierra de Libar (12)  
 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus several individuals around the conifer trees at Sierra de 
  Libar (12)  
 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus nice views of this small species around woody conifer  
  areas (12, 16 and 18) 
 

Great Tit Parus major frequently recorded over the two weeks in most habitats 
 

Coal Tit Parus ater only recorded in the latter part of the trip over three  
  days (14, 16 and 18) 
 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus frequent over the two weeks 
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Crested Tit Parus cristatus this species gave some excellent views around the  
  woodlands at the parking area around Sierra de  
  Alcaparain (17) 
 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus occasionally throughout various habitats during the  
  two weeks 
 

Nuthatch Sitta europaea woodland areas (12 and 16) 
 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla some lovely views of this species around woodland  
  areas (9, 10, 12 and 16) 
 

Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridonalis a lovely specimen was perched on one of the decaying 
  tree stumps in the Coto Doñana reserve (9) 
 

Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cookie this beautiful bird was quite elusive with most  
  sightings as fly-byes over the vehicles (8 and 10), but  
  one eventually gave more obliging views around the  
  car park area at the El Acebuche Centre, which Mike  
  could eventually say he had seen one (11) 
 

Magpie Pica pica   only seen around Coto Doñana area (9-11) 
 

Jay Garrulus glandarius  occasionally around wooded areas over the two weeks 
 

Jackdaw Corvus monedula  large flock of this species, c50 around La Janda (7);  
  several smaller flocks El Rocío (8) 
 

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax recorded most days in the latter part of the trip around 
  mountainous areas  
 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix a couple of individuals floating around the various  
  corvid flocks around La Janda (7) 
 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone a pair thermaling with the large flock of Jackdaws   
  around La Janda (7) 
 

Raven Corvus corax  frequent over rocky areas of the trip 
 

Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor a common species recorded everyday 
 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis  one or two individuals around El Rocío, but only for  
  that day (8) 
 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina occasionally recorded (6, 7, 13, 16 and 17) 
 

Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  a common species recorded everyday 
 

Siskin Carduelis spinus   only recorded in the first half of the trip (6-8) 
 

Serin  Serinus serinus a common species recorded everyday 
 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula only heard on one day in the woody area of Sierra  
   de Alcaparain (17) 
 

Hawfinch Cocothraustes cocothraustes   this species was picked up on call, before 3  
  individuals showed well in the trees at the picnic  
  area (8) 
 

Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra this species was eventually spotted in the pine areas 
   at Sierra de las Nieves (16) 
 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Jenny was the only one to spot this lovely species (9) 
 

Cirl Bunting   Emberiza cirlus frequently recorded over the two weeks  
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Corn Bunting   Emberiza calandra frequently recorded around agricultural areas 
 

Rock Bunting   Emberiza cia recorded in the higher areas of the trip (13, 16 and  
      17) 
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Systematic List Number 2 Butterflies 
 
The taxonomic nomenclature and systematic order follows both that of Collins: Butterflies of Europe, Tolman and 
Lewington.  During the two week period a total of 28 species was recorded.  The numbers indicate the dates on 
which a species was seen.   
 

Papilionidae 
 

Swallowtail  Papilio machaon seen on a couple of days – (6, 7, and 18) 
 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius  frequent sightings across the two weeks 
 

Spanish Festoon Zerynthia rumina common and widespread, seen most days  
 

Pieridae 
 

Large White Pieris brassicae frequent sightings across the two weeks  
 

Small White Artogeia rapae  frequent across the first week of the trip;  
  recorded only one day in the second part of  
  the trip (15) 
 

Western Dappled White Euchloe crameri frequent sightings of this attractive butterfly 
 

Green-striped White Euchloe belemia recorded on a couple of days (7 and 12) 
 

Moroccan Orange-tip Anthocharis belia seen in the latter part of the trip (12, 17 and 18) 
 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea  common and widespread, seen most days  
 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni common and widespread, seen most days 
 

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra regularly encountered across the two weeks  
 

Lycaenidae 
 
 

Provence Hairstreak Tomares ballus Mike found several individuals of this   
  beautiful butterfly (14)  
 

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas  frequently seen over across the two weeks 
 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous this delightful species was only recorded  
  over three days of the trip, and the last   
  sighting was in the middle of Rhonda on some  
  Wisteria (7, 9 and 17) 
 

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus  only recorded on one day (12) 
 

Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis  this beautiful was only (14) 
 

Brown Argus Aricia agestis occasionally seen by the group across the  
  two weeks 
 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  only recorded on two days (6 and 10) 
 

Danaidae  
 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus a brief fly-by of this stunning species over  
  the car, for Mary, Geoff and Amanda (7) 
 

Nymphalidae 
 

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros a frequently recorded species around   
  woodland areas, in the latter half of the trip  
 

Peacock Inachis io a familiar species but only recorded on one  
  day (5) 
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Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  a common species frequently recorded over  
  the two weeks 
 

Painted Lady Cynthia cardui  occasionally recorded over the two weeks in  
  most habitats  
 

Satyridae 
 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  only recorded in the latter part of the trip  
  everyday around the dry grassland areas 
 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria  this species was of the European colouration,  
  mainly recorded in sunny woodland   
  clearings or rides (5, 8 and 17) 
 

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera  a common species frequently recorded over  
  the two weeks 
 

Hesperiidae 
 

Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus only recorded in the latter part of the trip  
  around the dry grasslands (15) 
 

Mallow Skipper Carcharodua alceae  only recorded in the latter part of the trip  
  around the dry grasslands (15) 
 
 
The weather also had an effect on other species of fauna, with the noticeable lack of mammals, reptiles, amphibians 
and low levels of insects. 
 
 

Systematic List Number 3 Mammals 
 
 

Wild Boar Sus scrofa evidence of this species was found in all habitats  
  we visited 
 

Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon footprints of this introduced species were found  
  in the sand 
 
 

Systematic List Number 4 Reptiles 
 
 

Moorish Gecko Terentola mauritanica five individuals were spotted basking in the   
  hollow of the old olive tree next to the El   
  Acebuche Centre (10) 
 

Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica several recorded over the week at various   
  locations (5-7, 13 and 16) 
 

Ocellated Lizard Lacerta lepida a beautiful male was spotted near the hides at   
  Fuente de Piedra (15) 
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Systematic List Number 5 Flora 
 

Blue indicates the species seen in 2012. 
 

FERNS and their allies 

Selaginellaceae 
Toothed Clubmoss Selaginella denticulata  Alcornocales, Sierra de Alcaparain [Appressed to 

ground, like big, branched dorsiventrally flattened 

moss] 

 

Adiantaceae  
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum capillus-veneris  Molino 

Cliff-brake  Cheilanthes pteridioides  Sierra de Alcaparain [Small tufted 2-pinnate fern] 

Scaly Cheilanthes Cosentinia vellea   Sierra de Las Nieves [Upper surface of frond 

covered in -woolly hairs] 

Jersey Fern  Anogramma leptophylla  Alcornocales, Tofino Gorge [Tiny erect annual fern 

with 2-3 pinnate fronds] 

 

Polypodiaceae 
Southern Polypody Polypodium cambricum  Widespread on shady places [Small-medium singly 

pinnate fern, of triangular outline] 

 

Hypolepidaceae 
Bracken   Pteridium aquilinum  Alcornocales, Donana [Familiar tall branched fern] 

 

Aspleniaceae 
Maidenhair Spleenwort Asplenium trichomones  Montejaque 

Rusty-back Fern  Ceterach officinarum  Widespread 

 

Davalliaceae 
Hare’s Foot Fern Davallia canariensis  El Cuarton [Elegant triangular 3-4 pinnate fern] 

 

Osmundaceae 
Regal Fern  Osmunda regalis   Alcornocales [Large unfurling fronds by waterside] 

 

CONIFERS 
Pinaceae 
Spanish Fir  Abies pinsapo   Grazalema, Sierra de Las Nieves [Large needle-

leaved tree, leaves held singly on branches -  no 

pegs] 

Maritime Pine  Pinus pinaster   Widespread and common [Leaves 10-25mm long 

and 2mm wide, rigid and spiny] 

Stone/Umbrella Pine Pinus pinea   Donana, Beneojan [Distinguished by umbrella 

shape, huge cones and leaves 2mm wide and 10-

20mm long] 

Aleppo Pine  Pinus halepensis   Widely planted [Typical 2-needle pine, leaves 6-

13cm and <1mm wide] 

Scots Pine  Pinus sylvestris   Sierra de Las Nieves [From other 2-needle pines by 

its short (3-7cm) leaves] 
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Cupressaceae 
Atlantic Cedar  Cedrus atlantica   Grazzalema, Planted in Sierra de Las Nieves 

Italian funeral Cypress Cupressus sempervirens  Planted [Large conifer tree with tiny, paired scale-

like leaves, present as the introduced columnar 

form] 

Prickly Juniper  Juniperus o. oxycedrus  Scattered in Ronda area, Sierra de Alcaparain, 

Barbate [Greyish shrub with awl-like leaves in 3s; 

possibly subsp. macrocarpa in coastal sites] 

Phoenician Juniper Juniperus phoenicea  Grazalema , Barbate [Shrub with overlapping scale-

like leaves.  Subsp. turbinata] 

Savin   Juniperus sabina   Donana[Low spreading shrub with older branches 

with 4-6 rows of tiny blunt, ovelapping scale-like 

leaves] 

 

Ephedraceae 
   Ephedra distachya  Sierra de Alcaparain, Barbate 

Joint Pine  Ephedra major   Ronda [Shrub with jointed stems, opposite scale-

leaves] 

 

FLOWERING PLANTS  
DICOTYLEDONES 
Salicaceae 
   Salix alba   El Pilas 

   Salix pedicellata   Benoajan  

   Salix atrocinerea   Donana 

Black Italian Poplar Populus x canadensis  Benoajan, Ubrique R.  

White Poplar  Populus alba   Widespread  

Aspen   Populus tremula   El Portil 

 

Juglandaceae 
Walnut   Juglans regia   Widely planted 

Betulaceae 
Black Alder  Alnus glutinosa   Alcornocales, La Janda [Familiar tree with blunt 

roundish leaves and fruits like small cones] 

Fagaceae 
Holly (Kermes) Oak Quercus coccifera   Common [Shrub or tree with evergreen, holly-like 

leaves] 

Holm Oak  Quercus ilex   Common in Ronda area [Evergreen tree with 

rounded leaves paler (downy) beneath; subsp. 

rotundifolia is the native form] 

Cork Oak  Quercus suber   Ronda area 

   Quercus faginea   Sierra de Las Nieves, Alcornocales [From Q. 

canariensis by leaves more wavy-edged and hairless 

beneath] 

Portuguese Oak  Quercus lusitanica  El Cuarton [Semi-evergreen shrub (<2m) whose 

small hairless leaves have 4-6 pairs of teeth] 

Canaries Oak  Quercus canariensis  Alcornocales [Semi-evergreen tree with elliptic 

toothed leaves] 
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Moraceae 
Fig   Ficus carica   Planted 

 

Urticaceae 
Small Nettle  Urtica urens   Scatered [More compact nettle , with tassel fruit 

and small round leaves] 

Membranous Nettle Urtica membranacea  Scattered [Delicate annual stinging nettle with 

inflated stalks for - flower spikes] 

   Parietaria diffusa   Molino 

Santalaceae 
   Osyris alba   Alcornocales 

Loranthaceae 
   Viscum cruciatum  Ronda area on Crateagus  [From familiar British 

mistletoe by its red berries] 

 

Aristolochiaceae 
   Aristolochia longa  Alcornocales, La Janda [Low growing fawn-

coloured Dutchman’s pipe] 

   Aristolochia sempervirens  La Janda [Vigorous evergreen with purplish 

birthwort flowers] 

   Aristolochia baetica  Ronda area [Evergreen climber with heart-shaped 

leaves and brownish flowers shaped like 

Dutchman’s pipe] 

 

Rafflesiaceae 
   Cytinus hypocistis  Donana, Barbate 

 

Casuarinaceae 
Red Beefwood  Casuarina equisetifolia  Ronda, Donana [Conifer-like tree with whorls of 

scale-like leaves on pendulous green twigs] 

 

Polygonaceae 
Emex   Emex spinosa   Barbate [Like a fleshy sprawling dock whose fruit 

is a spiny nut] 

   Polygonum aviculare  Laguna Medina 

Sea Knotgrass  Polygonum maritimum  Barbate marshes [Prostrate knotgrass, with inrolled 

leaf margins] 

   Rumex acetosella   Ronda, Donana, Alcornocales  

Bull's-head Dock Rumex bucephalophorus  Barbate [Small; distinctive down-curved fruit.  

Subsp. gallicus] 

Curled Dock  Rumex crispus   Seen [Familiar coarse weed with wavy-edged 

leaves] 

Fiddle Dock  Rumex pulcher   Benoajan [Wide-branched dock with waisted 

leaves] 

French Sorrel  Rumex scutatus   Sierra del Libar [Grey helmet-shaped leaves with 

spreading basal lobes.  Subsp. induratus] 

   Rumex tingitanus  Barnate [Like a dock with arrow-shaped leaf] 
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   Oxygria digyna   Seville, Donana, Alcornocales 

  

Chenopodiaceae 
   Arthrocnemum fruticosum  Barbate [Grey leafless succulent with jointed 

branches] 

   Arthrocnemum macrostachyum Barbate [Differs in being mainly erect] 

Sea Purslane  Atriplex portulacoides  Donana, Barbate [Undershrub with oval grey 

leaves] 

   Atriplex littoralis   Barbate marshes 

Sea Beet   Beta vulgaris   Barbate marshes 

Glasswort  Salicornia europaea  Barbate marshes 

Seablite   Suaeda vera   Barbate marshes 

Prickly Saltwort  Salsola kali   Barbate marshes 

 

Aizoaceae 
Hottentot-fig  Carpobrotus acinaciformis  El Portil, Trafalgar 

 

Caryophyllaceae 
Imbricate Sandwort Arenaria tetraquetra  Grazalema [Mat-forming oval blunt leaves.  Subsp. 

amabilis]Imbricate Sandwort  

   Cerastium boissierianum  Ronda [Perennial mat-forming mouse-ear, 2cm 

flowers] 

Sticky Mouse-ear Cerastium glomeratum  Sierra de Alcaparain [Erect sticky, regularly 

branched annual mouse-ear] 

   Corrigiola litoralis  Coto Donana 

   Dianthus lusitanus  Donana [Typical pink, loosely tufted and with 

glaucous leaves] 

   Paronychia argentea  [Low mat-forming perennial with very prominent 

silvery stipules and sepals] 

   Paronychia capitata  Sierra del Libar, Molino Gorge, Barbate 

 Common Sea-spurrey Spergularia marina  Donana [Prostrate, with linear leaves, white 

stipules and much-branched inflorescences of 

whitish-pink flowers] 

   Spergularia purpurea  El Rocio road [Similar to latter but with purple 

flowers and no awns on the leaves] 

Common Chickweed Stellaria media   Scattered[The familiar weed] 

   Silene vulgaris   Donana, Ronda 

   Silene littorea   Barbate, Trafalgar [Slender sticky annual with pink 

flowers and spathulate leaves] 

   Silene colorata   Scattered [Short annual with narrow leaves and 

showy rose-pink flowers, deep-notched petals] 

   Silene conoidea   Molino Gorge 

   Silene nicaensis   Barbate sands 

 

Ranunculaceae 
Stinking Hellebore Helleborus foetidus  Sierra de Las Nieves, Alcornocales [Typical 

hellebore with digitate leaves and pale green 

flowers] 

Love in the mist  Nigella hispanica   Scattered [Seed heads similar to popular garden 

annual] 

   Anemone palmata   Benaojan, Grazalema 
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Virgin's Bower  Clematis cirrhosa   Widespread [Typical Clematis but evergreen] 

Fragrant Clematis Clematis flammula  Scattered [Typical Clematis but with 2-pinnate 

leaves] 

Brackish Water-crowfoot Ranunculus baudotii  Donana [Typical water-crowfoot, 3-lobed floating 

leaves & submerged leaves. Maybe best considered 

subspecies of R. peltatus] 

   Ranunculus bullatus  Benoajan [Rocky turf at Benaoján, all leaves basal, 

ovate and warty] 

Fan-leaved Water- Ranunculus circinatus  Donana [Typical water-crowfoot, but with 

submerged leaves only] 

Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria  Alcornocales [Familiar plant] 

Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria  Ronda area [Familiar plant, but here represented by 

big-flowered subsp. ficariiformis] 

   Ranunculus parviflorus  Botanical gardens near Seville 

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens  Sierra de Las Nieves [Familiar creeping herb, three 

distinct leaflets] 

Rock Buttercup  Ranunculus rupestris spicatus Common in Ronda  

 

Paeoniaceae 
   Paeonia broteroi   in bud in Benoajan 

   Paeonia coriacea   Sierra de Las Nieves [Possibly this in that the leaf 

differs primarily in its leaves having a leathery 

texture] 

 

Berberidaceae 
Barberry  Berberis vulgaris   Alcaparain [Low shrub with 3 spines at each node, 

and leaves emerging.  Subsp. australis] 

 

Papaveraceae 
   Fumaria agraria   Benoajan, Alcornocales [Like F. officinalis, but 

flowers bigger (12-14mm, as opposed to 7-9mm)] 

   Fumaria bicolor   Barbate 

Ramping Fumitory Fumaria capreolata  Widespread 

Common Fumitory Fumaria officinalis  Scattered [Typical non-climbing fumitory] 

Yellow Horned-poppy Glaucium flavum   Benoajan [Big grey-leaved poppy but yellow 

flowers and long pods not seen] 

Field Poppy  Papaver rhoeas   Scattered 

Long-headed Poppy Papaver dubium   Around Seville [Long-fruited poppy whose pods 

have no bristles] 

 

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae) 
   Alyssum montanum  Sierra del Libar [Dwarf herb with narrow crowded 

grey leaves and dense heads of tiny yellow flowers; 

sepals 2.5-3.5mm] 

   Alyssum serpyllifolium  Sierra de Las Nieves [Similar but sepals <2mm 

long] 

Alpine Rock-cress Arabis verna   Benoajan [grey-green toothed leaves & purple-blue 

flowers ] 

   Biscutella baetica   seen many times -  [Hairy annual with yellow 

flowers and distinctive pods comprising two joined 

disks] 
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   Biscutella auriculata  Alcornocales 

Shepherd's-purse Capsella bursa-pastoris  Widespread  [Familiar white cress, triangular fruit] 

Hairy Bittercress Cardamine hirsuta  Scattered  [As latter but 4-5 stamens] 

   Erophila verna   Laguna de Zorillas, Beneojan 

Cut-leaved Dame’s-violet Hesperis laciniata  On rocks in Grazalema 

   Iberis gibraltarica   Tarifa [Fleshy tufted perennial, flowerheads lilac to 

white (enlarged outer petals)] 

   Iberis crenata   Embalses de Gualdehorca 

   Koelpinia linearis   El Burgo 

   Lobularia libyca   Barbate [Differs from next in being annual and >2 

seeds per pod] 

Sweet Alison  Lobularia maritima  Molino Gorge, Mirador forrestal, Barbate sands, 

Alcornocales 

   Malcolmia lacera   Donana, Barbate [From next by beaded pods] 

Sand Stock  Malcolmia littorea  Scattered [Short white-downy perennial; purple 

flowers and unbeaded pods] 

Hoary Stock  Mathiola incana    Donana, Barbate 

   Moricandia arvensis  Scattered [Hairless cabbage-like perennial with 

showy violet-purple flowers & linear pods] 

   Moricandia moricandioides  Montejaque [From latter by 2 pouched sepals and 

fuller inflorescence] 

Wild Radish  Eruca sativa   Scattered [Annual, large white flowers veined 

purple, and jointed fruit.  Subsp. maritimus]  

White Mustard  Sinapis arvensis   Scattered  

   Raphanus raphinastrum  Scattered 

Hedge Mustard  Sisymbrium officinale  Scattered [Erect yellow cress with pinnately-lobed 

leaves & pods appressed to stem] 

   Brassica tournefortii  Donana [Small flowered yellow annual] 

   Corrigiola littoralis  Donana 

   Thlaspi perfoliatum  Benoajan 

   Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum El Cuarton 

   Thlaspi nevadensis  Sierra De Nieves 

 

Resedaceae 
Wild Mignonette Reseda lutea   Scattered 

   Reseda phyteuma   Sierra de Alcaparain 

 

Droseraceae 
Drosophyllum  Drosophyllum lusitanicum  El Cuarton [Bizarre with big rosettes of linear 

leaves covered in red-tipped glandular hairs, often 

perched on rocks] 

 
Crassulaceae 
   Mucizonia hispida  Scattered [From Sedum species by being a  

       diffuse hairy annual] 

White Stonecrop Sedum album   Molino Gorge 

   Sedum dasyphyllum  Grazzalema  

   Sedum sediforme   Sierra de Alcaparain (leaves only) 

Wall Pennywort  Umbilicus rupestris  Scattered (leaves only) 
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Saxifragaceae 
   Saxifraga bourgaeana  Montejaque [Like mossy saxifrage, leaves deeply 

divided into three lobes and white flowers] 

Meadow Saxifrage Saxifraga granulata  Scattered on shady rocks [Kidney-shaped toothed 

leaves, bulbils at their base and white flowers] 

 

Platanaceae 
Plane Tree  Platanus x acerifolia  seen [Roadside tree with alternate palmate leaves, 

scaling bark] 

Oriental Plane Tree Platanus orientalis   seen [Wild tree - bark not as peeling as above] 

 

Rosaceae 
Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna azarella Grazalema [Familiar shrub, but here the densely 

hairy  

Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna brevispina Scattered [Familiar shrub, but with leathery hairless  

leaves] 

Loquat   Eriobotrya japonica  Scattered [Robust shrub, large (to 30cm) ribbed and 

brown-felted leaves] 

Almond  Prunus dulcis   Mostly planted 

Apricot   Prunus armeniaca  Mostly planted 

   Prunus domestica   Scattered [Like blackthorn but bark silvery-grey 

and leaves glossy] 

Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa   Sierra de Las Nieves [Familiar thorny bush with 

dull oblanceolate leaves and blackish bark] 

Wild Pear  Pyrus pyraster   Alcornocales [Close relative of familiar orchard 

tree] 

   Rosa sempervirens  Sierra de Alcaparain [Typical briar but evergreen 

and with sparse curved prickles] 

Bramble  Rubus sanctus   Benoajan [Typical bramble, small trefoil leaves] 

Salad Burnet  Sanguisorba minor  Scattered 

 

Fabaceae 
   Acacia sp.   Seen [Shrubs with grey willow-like ‘leaves’ and 

yellow mimosa blooms] 

   Adenocarpus telonensis  La Janda [Like broom with densely clustered trefoil 

leaves] 

Judas Tree  Cercis siliquastrum  Common 

Bean Trefoil  Anagyris foetida   Sierra del Libar 

Portuguese Milk-vetch Astragalus lusitanicus  Alcornocales [Stout herb with pinnate leaves, 

oblong racemes of white flowers and dark calyces] 

Pitch Trefoil  Bituminaria bituminosa  Widespread 

Sea Rocket  Cakile maritima   Tarifa 

   Calicotome spinosa  Scattered to [Similar to next but pods glabrous] 

Spiny Broom  Calicotome villosa   Alcornocales [Like an elegant gorse, scenting the air 

with honey, pods hairy] 

Carob   Ceratonia siliqua   Widespread 

Winged Broom  Chamaespartium tridentatum El Cuarton [Leafless winged stems, wings 3-lobed 

at nodes, heads of yellow flowers] 

   Coronilla valentina glauca  Trafalga [Shrub with clusters of fragrant yellow 

flowers] 

   Cytisus malacitanus  Fuente de Piedra, Sierra des Nieves 
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   Cytisus grandiflorus  Ronda area, Donana  

   Genista triacanthos  La Janda [Low shrub with trefoil leaves, axillary 

spines and yellow racemes] 

   Genista umbellata   Sierra de Alcaparain [Tufted shrub, ribbed rush-

like stems, simple leaves; heads of 4-6 yellow 

flowers] 

Italian Sainfoin  Hedysarum coronarium  La Janda, Barbate [Pinnate herb, red flower-heads] 

Southern Bird’s-foot Lotus creticus   Barbate [Typical Lotus, but silver-hairy, long 

straight purple beak to keel] 

   Lotus cytisoides   Odiel Marshes 

Blue Lupin  Lupinus angustifolius  El Rocio road  [Blue-spiked lupin] 

White Broom  Lygos monosperma  Grazalema, Donana, Barbate 

   Lygos sphaerocarpa  Scattered  [From last by being almost leafless and 

with egg-shaped pods -  flowers should be yellow] 

   Medicago littoralis  Barbate [Hairy, jagged toothed stipules, spiny fruit] 

Sea Medick  Medicago marina   Barbate, Odiel Marshes [White-downy creeping 

perennial trefoil with yellow heads] 

Large Disk Medick Medicago orbicularis  Barbate [Disk-like fruits] 

   Medicago polymorpha   

   Ononis diffusa   Barbate [Flowers 9-11mm & ascending/procumbent 

habit] 

Large Yellow Restharrow Ononis natrix   Barbate [Sticky sub-shrub whose 6-12mm yellow 

flowers have red veined standard.  Subsp. 

hispanica] 

   Ononis variegata   Barbate [Creeping annual with single yellow 

flowers] 

Spanish Broom  Spartium junceum  Common  

   Stauracanthus boivinii  La Janda [Like intricately branched gorse, but 

opposite scale-like leaves] 

   Teline linifolia   Barbate [Elegant yellow unarmed shrub, trefoil 

leaves and linear leaflets silver beneath] 

Teline   Teline monspessulana  La Janda [Tall erect trefoil shrub: yellow flowers 

and white-woolly fruit] 

Dragon's Blood  Tetragonolobus purpureus  Barbate [Hairy trefoil herb, crimson flowers, big 

winged pods] 

Hop Trefoil  Trifolium campestre  El Rocio [Small ball-like cluster of flowers] 

White Clover  Trifolium repens   Barbate [Familiar clover: creeping, rooting at 

nodes] 

Reversed Clover  Trifolium resupinatum  Donana [Pink annual clover, flowers are ‘upside 

down’] 

Wooolly Clover   Trifolium tomentosum  Donana [Similar to above, but fruit white woolly 

balls] 

Small-flowered Gorse Ulex parviflorus   Widespread and common [Typical gorse, with 

alternate leaves.  Subsp. funkii] 

   Lathyrus aphaca   Beneocaz 

   Lathyrus ochrus   Barbate marshes 

   Lathyrus setifolius  Molino Gorge 

   Anthyllis cytisoides  Embalse de Gualdehorca 

   Hedysarum coronarium  La Janda 

   Anthyllis tetraphylla  Sierra de Alcaparain 
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Oxalidaceae 
Bermuda Buttercup Oxalis pes-caprae   Widespread and common [Trefoil leaves, yellow 

umbels of 5-petalled flowers] 

Procumbent Yellow Sorrel  Oxalis corniculata  El Rocio [Small yellow flowers, with clover-like 

foliage] 

 

Geraniaceae 
   Erodium acaule   seen [From other stork’s-bills in being stemless] 

Common Stork's-bill Erodium cicutarium  Widespread in Ronda area [short-beaked subsp. 

cicutarium] [long-beaked subsp. jacquinianum  

Soft Stork's-bill  Erodium malacoides  Common in Ronda area [Similar to E. chium, but 

covered in shiny glands] 

Musk Stork's-bill Erodium moschatum  Scattered in Ronda area [Like E. cicutarium, but 

coarser and aromatic] 

   Erodium ciconium  Barbate 

   Geranium aethiopsis pilosa  Donana 

Long-stalked Crane’s-bill Geranium columbinum  Benoajan [Narrow-lobed palmate leaves; 12-18mm 

flowers with pink unnotched petals] 

Cut-leaved Crane's-bill Geranium dissectum  Scattered in Ronda area [Similar to latter, but with 

smaller flowers and notched petals] 

Shining Crane's-bill Geranium lucidum  Mirador forrestal [Shiny bluntly-lobed palmate 

leaves; pink flowers] 

Dove's-foot Crane's-bill Geranium molle   Scattered in Ronda area [Like G. dissectum, but 

wedge-lobed and with more purplish-pink flowers] 

Little Geranium  Geranium pusillum  Alcaparain  

Little Robin  Geranium purpureum  Alcornocales [Aromatic herb with fern-like leaves, 

unnotched pink petals and yellow pollen] 

Herb-robert  Geranium robertianum  Common in Ronda area [Strongly resembles latter, 

but bigger and with orange pollen] 

Round-leaved Crane's-bill Geranium rotundifolium  Scattered [Like G. molle, but shallowly-lobed, 

unnotched petals] 

Tuberous Geranium Geranium tuberosum  Alcaparain [Deeply divided leaves from 

underground tuber] 

 

Linaceae 
Pale Flax  Linum bienne   Scattered in Tarifa area [Slender pale blue flax] 

Linseed   Linum usitatissimum  Tofino Gorge [Upright large annual blue flax] 

Euphorbiaceae 
Large Mediterranean Euphorbia characias  Benoajan, Sierra de Alcaparain [Tall tufted hairy 

perennial spurge] 

a Spurge  Euphorbia falcata   seen [Small annual spurge with oblong leaves] 

Sun Spurge  Euphorbia helioscopia  Common in Ronda area [Familiar weedy spurge, 

toothed leaves] 

Sea Spurge  Euphorbia paralias  Barbate [Fleshy greyish perennial, many oblong 

leaves] 

Petty Spurge  Euphorbia peplus   Benoajan [From Sun Spurge by untoothed leaves] 

   Euphorbia segetalis  Trafalgar [Linear-leaved annual with 5 rays, 1-5 

times forked and rough fruit] 

   Euphorbia biumbellata  Sierra de las Nieves 

Annual Mercury Mercurialis annua  Widespread 
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Castor Oil Plant  Ricinus communis  near Campillos [Coarse purplish shrub, with 

palmate leaves] 

 

Rutaceae 
Fringed Rue  Ruta chalepensis   Alcaparain  [hairless inflorescence] 

   Ruta montana   Scattered [Unfringed petals and linear leaf 

segments] 

   Ruta graveolens   Fuente de Piedra 

 

Meliaceae 
Persian Lilac  Melia azederach   [Common garden tree with alternate 2-pinnate 

leaves and lilac flowers giving way to yellow 

berries] 

 

Polygalaceae 
Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris   Sierra de Alcaparain, El Cuarton [Perennial 

milkwort, variable colour, bracts shorter than 

flower stalks] 

   Polygala microphylla   Alcornocales [Bright blue flowers at the end of 

cytisus-like growth. 

 

Anacardiaceae 
Mastic Tree  Pistacia lentiscus   Scattered in Ronda Area, Donana [Evergreen shrub 

whose pinnate leaves normally have no terminal 

leaflet] 

Californian Pepper-tree Schinus molle   Ronda  [Planted in Ronda [Small tree with 

pendulous branches, pinnate leaves, many narrow 

leaflets]. 

 

Celastraceae 
Spindle   Euonymus europaeus  Alcornocales [Familiar tree, opposite lanceolate 

leaves, green twigs and small green flowers] 

 

Rhamnaceae 
Mediterranean Buckthorn Rhamnus alaternus  La Janda [Evergreen shrub with glossy thick leaves 

and reddish berries] 

Creeping Mediterranean Rhamnus myrtifolius  Ronda [Small leaved shrub pressed hard against 

rocks] 

   Rhamnus l. lycioides  Scattered [Densely branched 1m spiny shrub, 

yellow-green flowers] 

 

Malvaceae 
Small Tree-mallow Lavatera cretica   Common[Like Common Mallow, but broad 

epicalyx lobes, flowers 2-4cm] 

Sea Mallow  Lavatera maritima  Mirador Forrestal 

Common Mallow Malva sylvestris   Sierra del Libar [Familiar dark pink 

biennial/perennial] 
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Thymelaeaceae 
Mediterranean Mezereon Daphne gnidium   Common in Ronda area [Evergreen shrub with 

numerous, mostly terminal, pointed, narrow-

oblong leaves] 

Spurge-laurel  Daphne laureola   Sierra de las Nieves [Like short evergreen 

rhododendron with berry fruit.  Subsp. latifolia 

according to Flora Iberica] 

   Thymelaea hirsuta  Alcornocales [1m shrub, white stems, scale-leaves 

(white-downy within)] 

 

Hypericaceae (formerly Guttiferae) 
Marsh St. John's-wort Hypericum elodes   Donana 

 

Cistaceae 
   Cistus albidus   Widespread in Ronda area [Short shrub with oval 

flat leaves and rose-pink flowers 4-6cm] 

   Cistus crispus   Sierra de Las Nieves [Very similar but leaves 

crinkly and flowers 3-4cm] 

Gum Cistus  Cistus ladanifer   El Rocio road [Resembles a much taller (1-2.5m) 

and sticky aromatic C. monspeliensis -  white flowers 

with maroon basal blotch to petals] 

Narrow-leaved Cistus Cistus monspeliensis  Sierra de Alcaparain (leaves only), El Rocio road 

[To 0.8m, with long narrow viscid leaves and white 

flowers] 

Sage-leaved Cistus Cistus salviifolius   Common and widespread  [Sage-like leaves and 

white flowers 3-5cm wide] 

   Halimium atriplicifolium  Alcornocales [Like yellow Cistus whose capsules 

have 3 valves, petals with black spot at base and 

ovate leaves with heart-shaped base] 

   Halimium commutatum  Donana, Barbate forest [From other Halimium spp 

by linear leaves (white beneath)] 

   Halimium h. halimifolium  Donana, Alcornocales [Differs from H. 

atriplicifolium in its elliptical leaves] 

   Halimium l. lasianthum  Donana, La Janda [Oval leaves, white beneath and 

sepals with purple bristles] 

   Helianthemum canum  Sierra de Las Nieves [From next by smaller flowers 

and grey hairy throughout] 

Common Rockrose Helianthemum nummularium Sierra de Alcaparain [Familiar yellow-flowered 

subshrub, whose oblong leaves are white beneath] 

   Helianthemum origanifolium Sierra de Alcaparain [Smaller with trowel-shaped 

leaves and flowers 5-13mm. Ssp. molle] 

   Fumana thymifolia  Sierra de Alcaparain 

   Tuberaria lignosa   El Cuarton [Unblotched perennial with rosette] 

   Tuberaria guttata   Donana 

 

Tamaricaceae 
   Tamarix africana   Donana [Shrub with scale like leaves, and white 

spikes] 
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Cucurbitaceae 
White Bryony  Bryonia c. cretica   Scattered in Ronda area [Climber with mottled 

maple-like leaves opposite tendrils, greenish-white 

flowers] 

Squirting Cucumber Ecballium elaterium  Frequent in Tarifa area [Coarse bristly scrambler 

with heart-shaped leaves, yellow flowers and 4-

5cm long fruit] 

 

Cactaceae 
Barbary-fig  Opuntia ficus-indica  Widely planed [Stout cactus to 3.5m, made up of 

flattened jointed stems] 

   Opuntia cylindrical?  Alcornocales 

 

Myrtaceae 
   Eucalyptus sp   seen [Large trees with flaking bark, grey leaves] 

Common Myrtle Myrtus communis  Scattered [Opposite-leaved evergreen aromatic 

shrub] 

Common Myrtle Myrtus communis tarrantina El Rocio [As above, but leaves linear] 

 

Punicaceae  
Pomegranate  Punica granatum   Benoajan (Popular shrub, with vermillion red 

flowers and well knownfruit] 

 

Araliaceae 
Ivy   Hedera helix   Ronda area [Familiar evergreen climber with lobed 

leaves] 

 

Apiaceae (Umbelliferae) 
Cliff Samphire  Crithmum maritimum  Alcornocales [Succulent perennial] 

Wild Carrot  Daucus carota   Alcornocales [Familiar coarse herb, divided bracts-  

flat inflorescence] 

Field Eryngo  Eryngium campestre  Molino Gorge [Wide branched spiny perennial, 

trifid basal leaves and greenish heads 10-15mm] 

Sea Holly  Eryngium maritimum  Barbate [Stiff leathery and spiny blue-green 

perennial] 

   Ferula communis   Scattered 

   Ferula tingitana   Molino Gorge [Striking big herb with feathery 

leaflets] 

Common Fennel Foeniculum vulgare  Scattered [Smaller than Ferula; anise aroma] 

Hemlock Water-dropwort Oenanthe crocata  Alcornocales [Rosettes of 1-3 pinnate leaves with 

ovate-triangular segments] 

Alexanders  Smyrnium olusatrum  Common in Ronda area, Sierra de las Nieves [Stout 

widely branched with divided glossy leaves and 

rounded umbels of yellow green flowers] 

(no common name) Thapsia maxima   Barbate [Big yellow-umbelled, with blue-green 1-

pinnate leaves] 

 (a hartwort)  Tordylium apulum  Grazalema [Slender annual with 1-pinnate leaves, 

outer petal much larger and 2-lobed; fruit disk-like 

with pale beaded margin] 

Knotted Hedge Parsley Torilis nodosa   Donana [Small white umbel, oval burred fruits] 
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Ericaceae 
Strawberry-tree  Arbutus unedo   Donana,  [Ever-green tree with lanceolate leaves & 

warty berries] 

Ling   Calluna vulgaris   Donana, El Cuarton [Familiar heather, differing 

from an Erica by its overlapping scale-like leaves] 

Tree Heath  Erica arborea   El Cuarton  [1-4m tall, but otherwise a typical 

white-flowered heath-  oval flowers] 

Spanish Heath  Erica australis   El Cuarton [Tall heath with red-pink tubular-bell 

flowers] 

Dorset Heath  Erica ciliaris   Donana [<80cm, ovate leaves in whorls of 3, fringed 

in cilia and with revolute margins] 

Mediterranean Heath  Erica erigena   La Janda [Shrub with pink-purple tubular to 

urceolate  flowers] 

Green Heath  Erica scoparia   Scattered [Slender, to 2.5m with whorls of 3 needle-

like leaves and tiny green bell-like flowers] 

Umbellate Heath Erica umbellata   Donana [Small bush with small umbels of red-

purple flowers -  hairy pedicels, lvs in whorls of 3] 

   Rhododendron ponticum  El Cuarton 

 

Empetraceae 

Corema   Corema album   Donana [Erect much-branched heather like shrub, 

tiny 3-petalled flowers and berry fruit] 

 

Primulaceae 
Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis  BarbateSubsp. arvensis [Familiar red weed];  

Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis  Scattered in Ronda area [Familiar  and subsp. 

coerulea Bright blue - NB wrong earlier name of A 

foemina] 

Shrubby Pimpernel Anagallis monelli   El Rocio road (perennial - all seen had bright blue 

1cm flowers] 

Plumbaginaceae 
Thrift   Armeria macrophylla  Donana  

Winged Sea-lavender Limonium sinuatum  Barbate sands 

   Limoniastrum monopetalum Barbate marshes [Glaucous undershrub, with 

fleshy spathulate leaves covered in white scales and 

open sprays of 15mm pink flowers] 

 
Oleaceae 
Ash   Fraxinus excelsior  Alcornocales [Familiar tree with opposite pinnate 

leaves and black buds] 

Manna Ash  Fraxinus ornus   Alcornocales [Similar to above but brown buds] 

Olive   Olea europaea   Common and widespread [Familiar evergreen tree 

with greyish narrow leaves, age] 

Olive   Olea europaea oleaster  Common in Ronda area [Familiar evergreen tree 

with greyish but narrower narrow leaves, less 

dense foli] 

 

   Phillyrea angustifolia  Scattered [From next by uniform leaves] 

   Phillyrea latifolia   Alcornocales [Resembles a scentless myrtle with 

dimorphic leaves] 
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Gentianaceae 
Yellow-wort  Blacksoniana perfoliata  Tarifa [Glaucous perfoliate foliage] 

   Centaurium erythraea  La Janda 

 

Apocynaceae 
Oleander  Nerium oleander   Widespread [Shrub with long leathery leaves, and 

gaudy pink flowers] 

   Vinca difformis   Common and widespread [Scrambling plant with 

opposite leathery leaves and blue-white flowers] 

 

Rubiaceae 
Cleavers  Galium aparine   Common [Familiar coarse clambering weed] 

   Galium verticillatum  Alcornocales , Tofino [Delicate, whorls of 6-7 leaves 

and white flowers 1-1.5mm across] 

   Putoria calabrica   Ronda [Much-branched bad-smelling low shrub 

with opposite oval leaves, pink funnel-like flowers] 

Wild Madder  Rubia peregrina   Seen at Ronda area [Resembles coarse evergreen 

cleavers with black berries] 

Field Madder  Sherardia arvensis  Common  [Like compact pink/lavender blue 

bedstraw] 

 

Convolvulaceae 
Mallow-leaved Bindweed Convolvulus althaeoides  Scattered on roadsides [Clamberer with cordate or 

lobed leaves and decorative deep pink funnel-like 

flowers] 

   Convolvulus lanuginosus  seen [Densely silver-hairy, linear leaves and pink 

flowers not seen (non-climbing)] 

Tricoloured Bindweed Convolvulus tricolor  La Janda [tri-coloured blue, white and yellow] 

 

Boraginaceae 
Borage   Borago officinalis   Scattered [Popular herb, Blue, star-like, nodding 

flowers, oval bristly leaves] 

Honeywort  Cerinthe  major   Ubrique road [Grey with white swellings, and 

nodding yellow flowers with reddish (or whitish) 

base] 

   Cerinthe minor   Donana 

   Cynoglossum cheirifolium  Sierra del Libar [Grey-felted, lanceolate leaves; herb 

with red-purple flowers and spiny nutlets] 

   Cynoglossum clandestinum Ubrique Road 

   Cynoglossum nedbrodense  Embalses de Gualdehorca, Montejaque 

[Presumably this - neat, smelling of mice and with 

cream flowers] 

   Echium boisseri   Scattered  [Tall bristly - not in flower] 

Purple Viper's-bugloss Echium plantagineum  Widespread and common [Typical bugloss, with 

big violet-blue funnel-like flowers] 

   Anchusa calcea   El Rocio road [Similar to A azurea but not as 

hispid] 

Heavenly Blue  Lithodora diffusa    Alcornocales [Bright blue open flowers on a 

sprawling evergreen] 

Shrubby Gromwell Lithodora fruticosa  Grazalema [Procumbent subshrub, with oblong 

leaves and bright blue flowers] 
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   Myosotis stricta   Trafalgar [Typical blue forget-me-not, tiny flowers 

1mm across] 

   Nonea vesicaria   Fuente de Piedra [Bristly herb with red-brown 

flowers] 

 

Verbenaceae 
Lantana   Lantana comosa   Scattered  [Prickly shrub with oval leaves and 

heads of orange and yellow flowers] 

 

Lamiaceae (formerly known as Labiatae) 
    Ballota hirsuta   Fuente de Piedra [Strongly scented, with coarsely 

toothed leaves, small purple flowers] 

Henbit   Lamium amplexicaule  Jarden Botanico [Annual pink dead-nettle, long 

flowers] 

Toothed Lavender Lavandula dentata  Alcornocales [Grey lavender, toothed linear leaves] 

   Lavandula lanata   Grazalema [White-felted lavender with untoothed 

linear leaves] 

Cut-leaved Lavender Lavandula multifida  Trafalgar [Fragrant cut-leaved] 

French Lavender Lavandula stoechas  Scattered [Linear-lanceolate leaved shrub, flower 

spikes with purple tassel] 

Green Lavender  Lavandula viridis   Alcaparain [Green/white form of L stoechas ] 

   Marrubium vulgare  Donana  [Whitish scented, round leaves] 

Water mint  Mentha aquatica   Scattered  [Patch-forming strong-smelling mint] 

Apple Mint  Mentha suaveolens  Scattered  [Typical erect hairy mint with round 

leaves] 

Bells of Ireland  Molucella laevis   Tarifa [Flower stem like a spike of green mussel 

shells] 

   Origanum virens   seen - [From British marjoram by its pale green 

bracts and white flowers] 

Purple Jerusalem Sage Phlomis purpurea   1 plant seen in flower at Sierra de las Nieves [Grey-

felted bush, sage-like leaves, disrupted head of big 

purple flowers] 

Rosemary  Rosmarinus officinalis  Common[Familiar fragrant shrub with blue - white 

flowers] 

Silver Sage  Salvia sclarea/ argentea  Grazalema [Robust, white felted, leaves irregularly 

indented - foliage rosette seen] 

Wild Clary  Salvia verbenaca   Locally common  [Herb with wrinkled leaves, often 

pinnately-cut; spikes of dense purple or blue and 

white whorls] 

   Salvia amplexicaule  Sierra De Alcaparain 

Sage   Salvia officinalis   Scattered [Rather foetid sage, often with basal 

leaflets and many dense whorls of pale purple 

flowers] 

Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis   seen [Annual with heart shaped leaves and 

white/pink flowers] 

Tree Germander  Teucrium fruticans  El Cuarton [White-felted evergreen shrub to 2.5m, 

blue flowers with lower lip only] 

Wood Sage  Teucrium scordonia  Alcornocales [Low herbaceous - wrinkled heart-

shaped leaves and old flower spikes] 

Felty Germander Teucrium polium   Scattered [Dense felted subshrub with wrinkled 

leaves and white heads] 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  34 

 

Solanaceae 
White Henbane  Hyoscyamus albus  Montejacque [Irregularly lobed leaves, greenish-

white flowers with purple throat] 

Mandrake  Mandragora autumnalis  Common around the lakes [Violet flower - centre of 

crinkly rosette] 

   Solanum nigrum   El Portil 

Apple of Sodom  Solanum sodomeum  Alcornocales [Spiny sub-shrub with yellow 

tomatoes and  purple flowers] 

 

Scrophulariaceae 
   Antirrhinum graniticum  Molino Gorge [Typical oblong-leaved, white-

flowered snapdragon with yellow palate] 

Common Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus  Sierra del Libar [Typical pink snapdragon.]  Subsp. 

tortuosum] 

Common Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus linkianum Barbate forest [Typical pink snapdragon, showing 

ability to climb - petioles behaving like tendrils]  

Subsp. Tortuosum is mentioned] 

Foxglove  Digitalis purpurea  Alcornocales [Common UK wild flower] 

   Linaria a. aeruginea  Molino Gorge, Montejaque[Linear revolute leaves, 

yellow flowers tinged with purple-brown in a 

glandular spike] 

   Linaria oblongifolia  Benoajan [Decumbent linear-leaved toadflax, 

yellow flowers with long spur. Subsp. haenseleri] 

   Linaria pedunculata  Barbate sands [Glaucous fleshy annual, oblong 

leaves and cream dark-veined flowers with violet 

spur] 

   Linaria platycalyx  Cueva la Pileta 

   Linaria spartea   El Rocio road [Yellow toadflax with linear, blunt 

and rather distant leaves] 

   Linaria thurasica   Donana dunes [Very tiny purplish toadflax in the 

sand dunes]  

Figwort   Scrophularia nodosa  Alcornocales [Common UkK figwort] 

Elder-leaved Figwort Scrophularia sambucifolia  Sierra del Libar, Campillos [Robust, with 

pinnatisect leaves and parti-coloured flowers 

yellow/orange ] 

Giant Mullein  Verbascum giganticum  El Burgo ? [Possible identification of huge 

silver/grey foliage rosette] 

Wavy-leaved Mullein Verbascum sinuatum   Benoajan [Differs from other mulleins in pinnately 

lobed undulate leaves] 

Wall Speedwell  Veronica arvensis   Scattered [Small erect annual with oval leaves and 

tiny blue flowers] 

White Speedwell Veronica cymbalaria  Ronda area [Decumbent annual, lobed leaves and 

white flowers] 

Grey Field-speedwell Veronica polita   Benoajan [Decumbent annual, dark blue flowers] 

 

Globulariaceae 

Globularia alypum  Barbate 

 

Acanthaceae 
Bear's Breech  Acanthus mollis   Benoajan [Glossy green, coarsely pinnately-divided 

leaves; coming into flower on Gibraltar] 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  35 

 

Orobanchaceae 
   Orobanche densiflora  Barbate, Trafalgar [Stout yellowish, dense spike of 

many flowers- parasitic on Fabaceae] 

   Cistanche phelypea  Odiel Marshes [an impressive yellow flwered 

parasite growing among coastal shrubs] 

 
Myoporaceae 
   Myoporum tenuifolium/laetum Alcornocales [Ever-green tree with lanceolate 

gland-dotted leaves] 

 

Plantaginaceae 
Buck’s-horn Plantain Plantago coronopus  Common [From other plantains by its pinnately-

lobed leaves] 

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata  Scattered  [Familiar plantain] 

Rat's-tail Plantain Plantago major   seen [Cosmopolitan broad-leaved weed] 

 

Caprifoliaceae 
Etruscan Honeysuckle Lonicera etrusca   Scattered in Ronda area [Typical deciduous 

honeysuckle, with leaves fused in pairs below 

stalked flower-heads] 

Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum  Scattered [Familiar deciduous climber, leaves not 

fused in pairs.  Subsp. hispanica] 

Laurustinus  Viburnum tinus   Locally common [Shrub to 3m, opposite hairy 

leaves, white tubular flowers in dense heads ] 

 

Valerianaceae 
   Centranthus calcitrapa  Trafalgar [Annual, opposite pinnatifid leaves; pink-

purple flowers, pouched at base] 

Fedia   Fedia cornucopiae   Common and widesprad[Regularly branched, 

rather succulent annual with slightly 2-lipped 

purple flowers, marked with pink on tube] 

   Valerianella pumila  Benoajan [Forking annual, narrow leaves, heads of 

tiny pinkish flowers and globose fruit] 

 

Dipsacaceae 
Common Teasel  Dipsacus fullonum  Common [Familiar tall biennial] 

Mourning Widow Scabiosa atropurpurea  seen [Typical scabious] 

 

Campanulaceae 
Throatwort  Trachelium caeruleum  Common  

 

Asteraceae (Compositae ) 
Sea Chamomile  Anthemis maritima  Scattered [Coastal mayweed] Identification ? 

Corn Chamomile Anthemis arvensis   Scattered [Field mayweed] Identification ? 

Annual Daisy  Bellis annua   Scattered [Very like common daisy, but tiny, 

annual and with lilac-tinged heads only 5-15mm 

across] 

Daisy   Bellis perennis   Tofino Gorge [The familiar lawn daisy with 1 

prominent midvein to leaf] 
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Southern Daisy  Bellis sylvestris   Common in Ronda area  [From last by three 

prominent veins] 

   Bellis rotundifolia   La Janda 

Field Marigold  Calendula arvensis  Widespread [Like small-headed orange Pot 

Marigold] 

   Calendula suffruticosa  Trafalgar [Woody-based marigold: narrow oblong 

few-toothed leaves & 3-4cm yellow heads fleshy 

ssp. algarbiensis in Barbate woods] 

Plymouth Thistle Carduus pycnocephalus  Scattered [Typical slender leafy thistle with many 

small rose-purple heads] 

Common Star-thistle Centaurea calcitrapa  La Janda [Much-branched, pinnate-lobed leaves & 

purple heads with long-spined yellow bracts] 

   Centaurea pullata   Common and widespread [3-5cm blue-purple 

solitary heads surrounded by leaves, no spiny 

bracts] 

   Centaurea sphaerocephala  Barbate 

Crown-daisy  Chrysanthemum coronarium Widespread [Tall 2-pinnate herb with yellow (or 

yellow and white subsp bicolour ) heads 3-6cm 

wide] 

Spear Thistle  Cirsium vulgare   Tofino G [Familiar thistle, rgh hairy leaves, lobes 

end in rigid spines] 

   Cirsum arvense   Donana 

Canadian Fleabane Conyza canadensis  El Rocio [Tall very leafy, with many tiny white 

heads and narrow-oblong leaves] 

Buttonweed  Cotula coronopifolia  Donana [Fleshy with distantly toothed leaves and 

small yellow unrayed heads] 

Cardoon  Cynara cardunculus  seen [Stout thistle-like herb to 1m whose bluish 

heads are ca 5cm across, thick spreading spiny 

bracts] 

   Cirsium scabrum    Donana [seen as tall seed head] 

   Crepis versicaria   Noted on last day but one 

   Filago lusitanica   Benoajan [From next: basal leaves 7-8mm wide] 

   Filago pygmaea   Benoajan [Tiny grey-felted annual, yellowish 

rayless heads sessile in basal leaves that are oblong 

and 3-5mm wide] 

Galactites  Galactites tomentosa  Common in Ronda area and Donana [Thistle-like 

annual with white veined leaves, and purple-lilac 

rayed heads] 

   Helichrysum italicum  Scattered  [Similar to next, but greyish with dull 

yellow heads.  Subsp. serotinum] 

   Helichrysum s. stoechas  Grazalema [Tufted, woody-based; whitish stems, 

linear leaves, clustered small golden-yellow 

globular heads] 

   Hyoseris radiata   seen [Dandelion-like, all leaves basal, and 

distinctive backward pointing triangular lobes] 

   Hyoseris scabra   La Janda [As latter, but with stems swollen below 

heads]  

Cottonweed  Otanthus maritimus  Barbate [White-woolly perennial with oblong, 

blunt leaves and yellow button-like heads] 
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   Phagnalon rupestre  Scattered  [Dwarf shrub, with oblong leaves white-

felted beneath, and with long-stalked yellowish 

button-like heads] 

   Phagnalon saxatile  Montejaque [Differs in its linear leaves, flower-

bracts with wavy edges] 

 (no common name) Reichardia gaditana  Barbate [Coarse dandelion-like herb, clasping 

leaves without white pimples, rays red beneath] 

   Santolina rosmarifolia  Barbate [Aromatic whitish evergreen subshrub, 

linear toothed leaves & yellow buttons] 

French Ragwort  Senecio gallicus   Alcornocales [Small-headed annual ragwort, 

pinnate leaves with distant lobes; bold golden daisy 

flowers] 

   Senecio petraeus   Ronda [From last by ovate toothed leaves] 

   Senecio vernalis   Odiel 

Common Groundsel Senecio vulgaris   Common [Familiar weed] 

   Serratula pinnatifida  Benoajan [Differs from British Sawwort in its 

solitary head - fine toothed edge to pinnate leaf] 

Milk Thistle  Silybum marianum  Scattered [Robust weakly spiny thistle with white 

veins, and long-spiny involucre] 

Spiny Sow-thistle Sonchus asper   Benoajan [Thistle-like annual with milky sap, and 

many small dandelion-like heads] 

   Sonchus maritimus  Barbate [From other Sonchus spp by its linear 

oblong leaves; a creeping perennial] 

Smooth Sow-thistle Sonchus oleraceus   Scattered [Similar to S. asper, but almost without 

prickles] 

   Taraxacum species .  Common [A typical dandelion] 

 

MONOCOTYLEDONES 
Alismataceae 
Lesser Water Plantain Baldellia ranunculoides  Donana 

Common Water-plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica  Donana [Basal leaves long-stalked, untoothed and 

oval] 

 

Liliaceae 
Wild Leek  Allium ampeloprasum  seen [Tall stout leek with dense terminal pink head] 

Rosy Garlic  Allium roseum   Grazalema [Low garlic with grass-like leaves and 

loose heads of rosy-pink flowers] 

Naples Garlic  Allium neapolitanum  Montejaque [white heads with noticeable stamens] 

Triquetrous Garlic Allium triquetrum  Ronda area [Differs from last in its slightly 

drooping white flowers and triangular stem] 

   Aloë arborescens   seen [Branched scrub with long thick spine-toothed 

leaves] 

   Asparagus acutifolius  Ronda area [Branched and woody with whitish 

stems and clusters of 10-30 spine-tipped equal-

sized cladodes (leaf-like branches)] 

   Asparagus aphyllus  Common [From other asparagus by green stems 

and unequal cladodes in clusters of 3-7] 

Common Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus  Common and widespread [Stout wide branched 

head of pinkish-white flowers, capsules 5-7mm and 

basal tuft of long tough strap-shaped leaves] 
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White Asphodel  Asphodelus albus   Common in Ronda area [Differs from last in its 

simple spike of white flowers] 

Hollow-leaved Asphodel Asphodelus fistulosus  Scattered in Donana [Slender perennial, 16-24mm 

white flowers and hollow cylindrical leaves] 

   Asphodelus ramosus  Barbate [Differs from A. aestivus in its short stubby 

side branches and capsules 8-14mm] 

Dipcadi   Dipcadi serotinum  Barbate [Resembles a bluebell but with 1-sided 

raceme of brownish flowers] 

Sea Squill  Drimia maritima   Scattered [Rosette of big leathery leaves emerging 

from large exerted bulb] 

   Fritillaria lusitanica  Ronda area [Typical slender fritillary with linear 

leaves and nodding brownish flowers, 

mottled/chequered green on outside] 

   Gagea arvensis                 Fuente de Piedra [Resembles tiny yellow crocus 

with hairy flower-stalks and lower stem leaves 

opposite] 

Meadow Gagea  Gagea pratensis   Benoajan [From G. arvensis by its flower-stalks 

being hairless] 

   Gagea bulbifera   Sierra de Alcaparain 

Spanish Bluebell  Hyacinthoides hispanicus  Scattered in Ronda area [From’our’ bluebell by its 

erect spike and blue anthers] 

Common Grape-hyacinth Muscari neglectum  Scattered [Typical grape-hyacinth, but rather 

dwarfed] 

   Ornithogalum reverchonii  Benoajan, Sierra del Libar [White spikes of 3-4cm 

somewhat drooping flowers] 

Star of Bethlehem Ornithogalum umbellatum  Lagunas de Zorilla [Typical star-of-Bethlehem with 

wide-branched corymb of white 2cm flowers and 

leaves with white midrib] 

Butcher's Broom  Ruscus aculeatus   Sierra de Las Nieves [Low evergreen shrub with 

ovate 1-4cm spine-tipped ‘leaves’ (branches)] 

Spanish Butcher’s-broom Ruscus hypophyllum  Alcornocales [Differs in its 5-9cm cladodes, and not 

spine-tipped] 

One-leaved Squill Scilla monophyllos  Barbate [Like tiny bluebell with one basal leaf and 

spike of 4-12 flowers] 

   Scilla peruviana   La Janda [Stout with leaves 1-3.5cm wide and a 

striking deep-blue conical raceme of flowers] 

   Scilla ramburii   Barbate [Small Scilla with a broad corymb] 

   Scilla hispanica   Sierra de Alcaparain [medium sized one sided infl.] 

Common Smilax Smilax aspera   Common [Clamberer with cordate leaves with 

some prickles on leaves, stalks and/or stems] 

Wild Tulip  Tulipa sylvestris australis  La Janda [Small typical yellow tulip.] 

Agavaceae 
Century Plant  Agave americana   Common alien [Huge rosettes of grey spear-shaped 

leaves and last year’s tall stems bearing saucer-

sized heads] 

 

Amaryllidaceae 
Three-leaved Snowflake Leucojum trichophyllum  Donana, Barbate [Elegant snowflake, usually 3 

linear leaves and 2-4 nodding white broad bells, 

tinged in pale pink] 
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NB Narcissus identification still somewhat dubious - splitting 

   Narcissus cuatrecassasii  Sierra del Libar  [From jonquils by its 2-keeled 

glaucous leaves and almost scentless flowers] 

Spanish Daffodil Narcissus hispanicus  Sierra de Las Nieves [Typical daffodil, flowers 

evenly deep yellow 4-6.5cm; leaves glaucous, 

spirally twisted & 8-12mm wide. Among the 

population there are distinctly smaller forms that 

some regard as Narcissus minor] 

Jonquil   Narcissus jonquilla/cordubensis Ubrique road [despite repeated keying out of this 

population is always semms to be between these 

two!] 

Paper-white Narcissus Narcissus papyraceus  Frequent and widespread [Glaucous flat-leaved 

narcissus with umbels of up to 20 pure white 

fragrant flowers] 

Rush-leaved Jonquil Narcissus assoanus  Frequent in Ronda area [Tiny jonquil, thread-like 

leaves 1-2mm wide, 1-2 flowers (tube 1-2cm)] 

   Narcissus bulbocodium  Donana, Ronda area  

Sea Daffodil  Pancratium maritimum  Barbate [Only broad grey daffodil leaves at time of 

our visit] 

 

Dioscoreaceae 
Black Bryony  Tamus communis   Common [Unarmed climber with cordate leaves] 

 

Iridaceae 
Field Gladiolus  Gladiolus italicus    Barbate marshes [The small size and statue of the 

foliage indicates this is a possibility] 

Barbary-nut  Gynandiris sisyrinchium  Here and there [Blue Iris-flowers, open in sun; 

leaves narrow and sheathing stem] 

White Iris  Iris albicans   Ronda [Typical large iris, always with white 

flowers] 

Stinking Iris  Iris foetidissima   Alcornocales [Sword-like foetid leaves only at time 

of visit] 

   Iris planifolia   Ronda area  [Leaves 1-3cm wide, channelled (not 

sword-like), arranged in fan, 1-3 bluish flowers] 

Yellow Flag  Iris pseudacorus   Donana [Familiar yellow Iris (sword leaves and 

beardless falls] 

   Iris xiphium   Roadsides near Zahara 

Romulea  Romulea bulbocodium  Sierra de Las Nieves, Montejaque [Crocus-like, lilac 

or white flowers with yellow throat (25-35mm); 

leaves rush-like] 

   Romulea clusiana   Tarifa  [Best thought of as a coastal variant of R. 

bulbocodium, but flowers 35-45mm long] 

Sand Crocus  Romulua columnae  Ubrique road, Sierra de Las Nieves [Similar, but 

flowers only 10-12mm long] 
 

Juncaceae 
Sharp Rush  Juncus acutus   [Dense robust tufts of sharp-pointed stems, with 

dense dark brown globose inflorescence - capsule 

4-6mm] 

Jointed Rush  Juncus articulatus  Tufted leafy rush, sickle-shaped leaves have 

internal partitions] 
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Toad Rush  Juncus bufonius   [Short annual, leafy (0.5-2mm wide); scattered 

flowers to base forming capsules 3-5mm long] 

Leafy Rush  Juncus foliosus   [Similar but leaves 1.5-3mm] 

Hard Rush  Juncus inflexus   [Tough greyish quill-like stems, interrupted pith] 

 

Poaceae (Gramineae) 
Marram-grass  Ammophila arenaria  [Familiar dune-binder; subsp. arundinacea] 

Giant Reed  Arundo donax   [Bamboo-like to 6m] 

Common Wild-oat Avena fatua   [Typical oat, spikelet 18-25mm, with long 

geniculate awn] 

Winter Wild-oat  Avena sterilis   [As last, but spikelet 25-45mm] 

Wood False-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum  [Broad-leaved, hairy & yellow-green] 

Cock's-foot  Dactylis glomerata  [Branched 1-sided flower-head of oval spikelets, 

flat shoots; subsp. hispanica] 

(an oat)   Helictotrichon marginatum [Similar to last, but stiff and plant tussocky and 

bent awns. Subsp. sulcatum] 

Yorkshire-fog  Holcus lanatus   [Softly hairy, tufted perennial, lower sheaths 

striped in purple] 

Creeping Soft-grass Holcus mollis   [Similar but creeping] 

 (no common name) Hyparrhenia hirta   [Tufted perennial with spikelets in finger-like pairs] 

(no common name) Lamarckia aurea   [Resembles yellow annual dog’s-tail, with dense 

one-sided head of long-awned spikelets] 

Perennial Rye-grass Lolium perenne   [Familiar grass, leaves glossy beneath, spikelets 

unstalked and 1 glume] 

Reed   Phragmites australis  [Familiar tall broad-leaved grass with persistent 

2002 canes] 

Annual Meadow-grass Poa annua   [Weedy annual with branched flower-head and 

crinkled leaves] 

 

Arecaceae (Palmae) 
Dwarf Fan-palm  Chamaerops humilis  Common [Bushy palm to 4m with fan-shaped 

leaves] 

 

Araceae 
Large Cuckoo Pint Arum italicum   Common in lvs [Like big Cuckoo Pint.  Subsp. 

neglectum] 

   Arisarum simarhanum  La Janda 

 

Typhaceae 
Lesser Reedmace Typha angustifolia  [Typical reedmace with leaves 3-6mm wide] 

 

Cyperaceae 
Divided Sedge  Carex divisa   [Creeping sedge with similar male/female spikes] 

 

Orchidaceae 
Giant Orchid  Himantoglossum (Barlia) robertianum Frequent in Ronda area [Stout and fragrant, with 

many greenish-purple flowers] 

Sword-leaved Helleborine Cephalanthera longifolia  12 [Several lance-like leaves and 8-20 pure white 

egg-shaped flowers] 
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Two-leaved Gennaria Gennaria diphylla   Barbate [Short orchid with 2 alternate oval leaves 

clasping stem and 1-sided spike of small green 

flowers] 

Bumble-bee Orchid Ophrys bombyliflora  Ubrique road [Round right green sepals and brown 

very furry lip’ often growing in groups] 

Sombre Bee Orchid Ophrys fusca   Frequent in Ronda area [Green sepals, 15-23mm 

brown lip, no ù mark] 

Sawfly Orchid  Ophrys scolopax   Sierra de Alcaparain [Typical sawfly, narrow 

labellum] 

Sawfly Orchid  Ophrys tenthredinifera  Ubrique road, Sierra de Alcaparain, Laguna Zorilla, 

Barbate [Round pale pink sepals, and large square 

labellum with a wide straw-yellow margin] 

   Ophrys speculum   Locally frequent, Sierra de Alcaparain, Laguna 

Zorilla 

Atlas Orchid  Ophrys atlantica   Barbate 

Fan-lipped Orchid Orchis collina   Fuente de Piedra, Sierra de Alcaparain [Few 

flowered spikes, olive-brown flowers, pink centre 

to labellum] 

   Orchis conica   Sierra de Las Nieves 

  Orchis olbiensis   Ronda area  [Leaves sometimes spotted,      spikes 

of pale pink flowers with 3-lobed labellum 7.5-

13mm and upward pointing spur 13-19mm long. 

FE says this is simply a subspecies of O. mascula] 

  Ophrys lutea    Beneojan, Sierra de Alcaparain 
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